Anthracyclines in haematology: pharmacokinetics and clinical studies.
The activity of anthracyclines in the treatment of a wide spectrum of haematological malignancies has long been established. Differences in the pharmacokinetic and pharmacodynamic properties of these drugs have resulted in the selection of individual compounds for particular indications while the recent reformulation of anthracyclines in liposomal preparations seems likely to significantly alter their range of activity and toxicity. The problems related to cumulative cardiotoxicity secondary to anthracycline exposure can be ameliorated by the use of dexrazoxane and a number of agents may prove to have a role in altering their cellular resistance to their cytotoxic actions.